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“Like what?” Oxie asked. 
“We could talk to our parents,” Dora said. 
“And our friends,” said Peter. 
Dora felt a surge of excitement “Yeah! We could talk to our parents and our friends 

about what we learned about the old fish processor, and how we can keep our village 
free from pollution in the future!” Oxie and Peter nodded excitedly, happy knowing they 
could work on keeping a story like the old fish processor from happening in their village 
again. Tulugaġ looked out over the kids on the beach happily making plans to help pro-
tect the world and smiled.



Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation

Glossary of terms and abbreviations
Asbestos
A mineral used in many building materials which can cause cancer when inhaled. See page 6, 10

bioaccumulation
The tendency for toxic substances to build up in the body over time. See page 14

brownfields
Abandoned, unused, or underused properties that are not reused or redeveloped because of the threat of 
real or potential contamination. See page 17

Brownfields Program
Alaska DEC program that encourages the assessment, clean up, and reuse of brownfields. See page 18

CDC:
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. See page 10

DBAC:
DEC Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup services, which DEC provides communities and tribes to 
assess and cleanup brownfield sites, pronounced ‘Dee-back’. See page 18

diesel
A petroleum fuel commonly used for heating, transportation and power generation See page 11

EPA:
US Environmental Protection Agency. See page 10

exposure, types of
Ways a person can come in contact with hazardous substances, including dermal (through the skin)  
inhalation (breathing), and ingestion (though eating or drinking, including wild foods). See page 8

fluorescent light bulbs
A type of lighting, which contains a small amount of mercury. See page 7, 14

groundwater
Water found underground, such as from wells and springs, often used for drinking water. See page 15

heating oil
A form of diesel fuel commonly used to heat buildings. See page 11, 15

IGAP
Indian General Assistance Program. See page 16

lead
A dangerous heavy metal often found in batteries, electrical equipment, and old paint. See page 11

mercury
A dangerous heavy metal often found in fluorescent lights, some switches, and mine sites. See page 11

QEP
Qualified Environmental Professional. See page 20

TBA
Targeted Brownfield Assessment. See page 18

TRP
Tribal Response Program. See page 16

volatile
A liquid (or sometimes a solid) which tends to produce vapors (evaporate) quickly. See page 15


